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Blessed be God! We at 
Warhawk Catholic are busy 
getting ready for a new 
school year and preparing 
for the contingencies and 
opportunities in light 

of COVID-19. We are also pleased to 
introduce a new addition to our ministry: 
Warhawk Catholic Priest Chaplain, Fr. 
Jeff Roedel! Fr. Jeff was ordained at Holy 
Apostles Parish in New Berlin this June. 
Like Fr. Mark Niehaus, who worked closely 
with us the past few years, Fr. Jeff is a priest 
of the Schoenstatt Order and will reside 
at St. Patrick’s Parish in Whitewater. He 
will preside at our Sunday night student 
Mass at St. Patrick’s Church as well as offer 
Eucharistic Adoration, Confession, and 
pastoral counseling at our Ministry Center! 
We also look forward to the return of Brew 

City Catholic Young Adult Missionaries to 
our campus to help our outreach and walk 
with students during this crucial time of life. 
Although ongoing concern over COVID-19 
necessitates changes in our Catholic ministry 
this year, we are ready to engage students 
in a wide variety of offerings. Large student 
groups will meet online. Small group Bible 
studies, topical discussions, and one-on-one 
meetings will be mixed between in-person 
and online. Our young people are longing for 
connection and direction in these challenging 
times and we trust that the Lord will give us 
the tools and opportunities we need to reach 
out to His people and invite them into deeper 
relationship with Him. Please pray for our 
students and our campus ministry efforts this 
year—know of our prayers for you and your 
families!  

- Brian Zanin

FROM THE DIRECTOR  

TABLE OF CONTENTS

A small town surrounded by marsh land, Horicon, WI is where I 
grew my roots. I attended UW-Whitewater from 2014-2018 for a 
Math Education Major and an Art Minor. Whitewater became a 
new home after graduation when I was hired at Fort Atkinson 
High School, the school I student taught at and continue to teach 
in. St. Patrick’s in Whitewater is my spiritual community and 
where I am involved with various activities, the most recent being 
facilitating a Spiritual Bouquet gift from St. Patrick’s and Warhawk 
Catholic to the newly-ordained Fr. Jeff Roedel, a Schoenstatt Father 
who will serve as Warhawk Catholic Priest Chaplain starting this fall.

Entering college, I needed a place to keep me grounded and help me make friends. With some 
hesitation I attended the second meeting of Warhawk Catholic, then Catholic Student Coalition, my 
freshman year. I was greeted by friendly personalities that received me sincerely into their family, 
and I stayed for the next four years. Warhawk Catholic became the on-campus family that I could 
count on throughout the hectic semesters. It really challenged me to look inward and find the areas I 
needed to grow.

ALUMNI PROFILE:  ABIGAIL MCCALLUM ‘18   
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I’m Fr. Jeff, a member of the 
Schoenstatt Fathers order. I grew up 
in New Berlin, Wisconsin, outside of 
Milwaukee and went to Holy Apostles 
Catholic grade school and Pius XI 
High School.

What role do you have in Warhawk 
Catholic?
I’ve been helping with campus 
ministry work at Warhawk Catholic 
since November 2019, and I’m happy 
to officially sign on as chaplain of 
Warhawk Catholic this Fall 2020.

When did you become interested in 
the priesthood? And the Schoenstatts?
I had never considered priesthood as 
an option growing up until my time at 
the UW-Milwaukee Newman Center. 
My faith had progressively become a 
more important part of my life through 
summer mission trips throughout High 
School and the Confirmation program 
at my parish, but it wasn’t until college 
that I became part of a more constant 
Catholic community. Fr. Mark Niehaus 
was the first priest I knew closely, and 
just by being himself he helped me to 
see priesthood as an option for me. 
Today, Fr. Mark is the pastor here in 
Whitewater and my superior here in 
the United States.
In Lent 2007, my freshman year of 
Computer Science at UWM, I began 
to pray for clarity in my vocation. It 
was a peaceful vocational process, 
a simple asking for guidance from 
Jesus. Concretely, I believe it was 
through Lectio Divina and Eucharistic 
Adoration that I was able to connect on 
a much deeper level with the Lord. I got 
to know Mary through a couple of the 
other campus ministers at the Newman 
Center and She definitely brought me 
much closer to Christ.
On a retreat in March 2009, my 
vocation started to clarify itself in the 
direction of a priesthood lived out in 
the Schoenstatt Fathers, and I began 

formation in January 2010.  There 
were several more times that I had 
to reaffirm and mature my decision 
towards the priesthood, but ultimately, 
the joy that comes from sharing a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
is why I’m a priest today.

Where did you go to school/seminary 
and receive formation prior to 
ordination?
The most important parts of formation 
were the Novitiate in Asunción, 
Paraguay; university studies in Santiago, 
Chile; and a pastoral internship in 
Austin, Texas.  Novitiate takes two 
years and is the basis of our community 
lifestyle, getting to know oneself, 
and is an introduction to prayer and 
spirituality. My philosophy/theology 
degree is from the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Chile where I studied for 
five years. The pastoral internship was 

1.5 years working in campus ministry at 
the University of Texas in Austin. This 
is where my love for campus ministry 
was born. It’s incredible how much 
young men and women grow in so little 
time!

Why do you think campus ministry 
is important for today’s college 
students?
For most young people, college is the 
main transition period to adult life. We 
consolidate our value system and basic 
attitudes towards life, and build habits 
that will help us for the rest of our lives. 
Our faith provides the deep richness of 
thousands of years of lived experiences 
with Jesus Christ. A community of 
like-minded peers is extremely helpful 
to work through life’s many teaching 
moments throughout college.

How do you hope to make a difference 
in the lives of Warhawk Catholic 
participants?
I believe the main role of the priest in 
campus ministry is to be present and 
available for the student body. I will 
celebrate at least two weekly Masses for 
the Warhawk Catholic community, and 
be available weekly for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation and conversations. I 
dream of more effectively reaching out 
to Catholics who haven’t yet received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, 
First Communion and Confirmation.

Is there anything else that you’d like 
alumni/parents/friends of Warhawk 
Catholic to know?
We rely heavily on all of your prayers 
and support for our work with young 
people. In today’s culture, every healthy 
transition to adulthood can and should 
be considered a miracle of God! We will 
do our best to provide support in this 
process, and a testimony of the fullness 
of life that Jesus came to provide us.

MEET FR. JEFF ROEDEL:  OUR NEW PRIEST CHAPLAIN  

Fr. Mark Niehaus (left), Schoenstatt U.S. Provincial 
and pastor of St. Patrick’s Parish in Whitewater, 
vested Fr. Jeff Roedel at his ordination on June 6th 
in New Berlin, Wisconsin. Milwaukee Archbishop 
Jerome Listecki presided.



What brought you to UW-Whitewater for school?
My older brother attended the university and had a 
wonderful experience there. I wanted to study business 
and Whitewater has a great business program at an 
affordable price. But what sold me on UW-Whitewater 
was the university’s location: Whitewater was just far 
enough away from home that I would have to move out 
of my parents’ home, but just close enough that I could 
come back and visit whenever possible. I know that this 
is a “selling point” for many students and it was for me! 
Overall, I am glad I attended UW-Whitewater. I met 
some good people and have some wonderful memories 
of my time there.

Did you always want to be a priest? How did that work 
for you?
When I was growing up, there were periods in my life 
that I felt strongly that God was calling me to be a priest, 
but by the time I began to think about attending college, 
the idea of the priesthood was largely forgotten. Like 
most people, I believed that marriage was the vocation I 
was called to pursue.
But everything changed one Sunday the summer before 
my senior year of college. That morning I attended Mass 
at St. Patrick’s in Whitewater and the Gospel reading of 
the day was the story of Jesus’ encounter with the Rich 
Young Man (Matthew 19). As the Gospel reading was 
being proclaimed, the Lord profoundly touched my 
heart. I realized that, like the Rich Young Man, I was 
living out my faith on my terms, not His. I realized I had 
never asked God what He wanted of me and my life. 
From that point on, I began to be more open to allowing 

the Lord to reveal to me his will and after a period of 
discernment, I felt his call to the priesthood.

When did you enroll in seminary and what did that 
path look like until your ordination this year (Fr. 
Patrick was ordained May 2020)?
I entered St. Francis De Sales Seminary in the Fall of 
2014, right after I graduated from Whitewater. My 
seminary studies took a total of six years. Those six years 
included a lot of study, prayer, and practical “hands-
on” pastoral education to prepare me to be a spiritual 
father of a parish. Six years of study may seem like a 
long time, but I feel that it was needed. Formation to the 
priesthood is not just a matter of knowing the Faith, the 
seminarian needs to develop a deep relationship with 
Jesus and grow in the human virtues. I felt that over 
those six years, I fell deeper in love with Jesus and grew 
as a person so that I may be able to serve God’s people as 
a priest faithfully for the entirety of my life.

You’re involved in the Warhawk Catholic Donor 
Advisory Council and clearly value campus ministry. 
Why?
I am convinced that the hope of the Church’s future is 
found in campus ministry. When I look around at who 
is responding to a vocational call to the priesthood 
today, the common factor is often involvement in 
campus ministry. Many of the men I studied with in the 
seminary had a profound encounter with Christ that 
was facilitated through the campus ministry centers at 
the universities they attended. College is a time in many 
peoples’ lives where they either grow in faith or lose 
faith. Campus ministry centers, like Warhawk Catholic, 
are doing important work of evangelization on the front 
lines to draw souls to Christ and build up the Kingdom 
of God. This important work is bearing incredible fruit!

Is there anything in particular that you would like our 
alumni/parents/friends to know about you or campus 
ministry? 
In my business courses at UW-Whitewater, we often 
talked about calculating ROI (Return of Investment). 
I believe any support given to Warhawk Catholic 
has an extraordinary ROI. Any support given to 
Warhawk Catholic will ultimately help students at UW-
Whitewater encounter Jesus Christ and find eternal life. 
Now that is an ROI rate that goes on to eternity!

Is there anything that you’d like our students to know 
about faith as a young adult?
When you give your life to Jesus, you only become 
more of who He made you to be. Never be afraid to 
give yourself to Him!

ALUMNI PROFILE:  FR. PATRICK MAGNOR ‘14

Fr. Patrick Magnor ’14 
was ordained a priest 
of the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee on May 16 
at the Cathedral of St. 
John the Evangelist, 
with Archbishop Jerome 
Listecki presiding.)

I’m Fr. Patrick Magnor 
and currently live at St. 
Alphonsus Parish in 
Greendale, WI, where I am assigned as associate pastor. 
My family lives in Brookfield, WI, which is close to the 
parish.
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My name is Cass Ochowski, and I’m 
a junior from Verona, Wisconsin (it’s 
a suburb of Madison). I’m studying 
quite a few different things here at 
Whitewater, including Media Arts & 
Game Design, Professional Writing 
& Publishing, and Film Studies. I was 
the secretary for Warhawk Catholic 
2019-20, and I’ve also been an office 
worker and historical researcher for the 
organization!

When I came to Whitewater, I promised 
my parents that I’d try different things and 
get involved around campus. Warhawk 
Catholic was one of the first student orgs 
I visited, and the only one I decided to 
join my freshman year. I’d been Catholic my whole life, 
but the passion, drive, and vibrant community offered 
by Warhawk Catholic inspired me to become (and stay) 
involved… and to grow even more in my faith. 

Even though the social mainstream of the organization 

is so welcoming, some people (like me) are just really 
shy and have trouble taking that first step. I hope that 
before I graduate next year, I can help inspire a few 
people to take that first step… because when God 
helped me take my first step all those years ago, He 
introduced me to a truly special community.

PROFILE:  CASS OCHOWSKI   
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There were a few positions I held for semester-long terms, but my pride was acting 
as a Chapel sacristan for three semesters, and designing art for the Chapel as well 
as for two of the organization’s t-shirts. St. Mel’s Chapel, dedicated in 2016, became 
significant in my faith journey. I arranged my schedule to be able to attend Tuesday 
Daily Mass and Thursday night Adoration the following year. I watched these grow 
from three or four people attending, comfortably seated in the Chapel, to a group 
so large we had to move the altar into our ‘living room’ area to accommodate the 
group! 

There is nothing like having the Lord right on campus, a few minutes’ walk from 
any dorm or campus building. If you’re a current student, whether in Warhawk 
Catholic regularly or occasionally, I highly encourage frequent visits to the Chapel. 
Don’t worry about what to do, what to say, or who might be there, just show up and 
God will do the rest! 

Warhawk Catholic was a huge part of my college experience and I was thrilled to 
be part of the first graduating class to pledge a gift for cultivating the organization’s 
growth and supporting the various life-changing ministries it provides. Why 
wouldn’t you want to support the growth of faith in young people? I’ve been steadily 
giving since graduation and have started a pool of Euro for students to get gelato 
on the next Italy trip, as donors did before me. Seeing this organization grow from 
fitting in a house to creating a giant circle in the University Center Ballroom was 
convincing enough that the Lord is truly working through Warhawk Catholic!

u ALUMNI PROFILE  (Continued from page 1)

SPIRITUAL BOUQUET –Abigail 
McCallum ‘18 spearheaded a spiritual gift 
for Fr. Jeff Roedel in collaboration with St. 
Patrick’s Parish and Warhawk Catholic. 
People contributing promised to pray certain 
types and number of prayers, and then 
Abigail presented the promises to Fr. Jeff as an 
ordination gift.
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For the 2020-21 academic year, we will again be blessed to have Brew City 
Catholic missionaries for our ministry. They participated in an orientation 
and formation program through the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, at the 
UW-Milwaukee campus ministry center, Panther Catholic. We are looking 
forward to having five missionaries work with Warhawk Catholic this year, 
including lead missionary, Anna Kozlowski! 

One of our Brew City Catholic missionaries last year, John Lesniewski 
(bottom right corner) entered St. Francis de Sales Seminary this fall 
for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Please pray for him and for all 
those discerning what comes next in life! 

It was very quiet 
on campus this 
spring, but our 
students were active 
online, participating 
in one-on-one 
meetings, Bible 
and Gospel studies, 
and attending 
livestreamed Mass.

At the end of the Spring 2020 semester, some of our Warhawk Catholic 
students participated in an online going-away party for our 2019-20 
Brew City Catholic missionaries.

Goings On  

This auction “kicks off” our celebration of the 
50th year of our Catholic student organization 
on the UW-Whitewater campus. Why do we 
say “kick off”? Because one of our items being 
auctioned is a 2019 Bart Starr Commemorative 
Green Bay Packer Football! We’ve had a Catholic 
presence here on campus since the university 
was originally founded, but our Catholic student 
organization was first formally recognized in 
a charter that was filed 50 years ago with the 
university. We planned a big get together this fall 
in honor of this milestone, but we’ve postponed it 
to October 2021. In the meantime, the proceeds 
of this online auction will be used to support 
Warhawk Catholic and its programming!
Among the items you will find in the auction 

(others are online): 
•  2019 Bart Starr Commemorative Green 

Bay Packer Football (includes signatures 
from the 2019 team), donated by the Green 
Bay Packers

•  Fontanini Nativity Set and Stable, donated 
by T.H. Stempers

•  Stained Glass Window Canvas Photo of 
Holy Hill - Basilica and National Shrine 
of Mary Help of Christians, anonymous 
donation

The auction is live until midnight on October 15, 
2020! Check it out here and support Warhawk 
Catholic! http://32auctions.com/warhawkcatholic

“KICKING OFF” 50 YEARS ONLINE SILENT AUCTION



Catholic Campus Ministry at UW-Whitewater
336 N. Prairie Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

FIND US ONLINE
 @WarhawkCatholicFriends

I @WarhawkCatholic

 @WarhawkCatholic

 linkedin.com/company/warhawkcatholic

50TH ANNIVERSARY UPDATE
The 50th Anniversary Celebration of Warhawk Catholic’s Student 

Organization has been postponed until Sat., October 23, 2021. 
Stay tuned for more information! 

Make sure to check out the Warhawk Catholic “Kick Off” 50 Years 
Online Auction at http://32auctions.com/warhawkcatholic
We love hearing from our alumni! Please keep us updated on your 
life away from UW-Whitewater and Warhawk Catholic. Send a note 
with your name, update, and contact information to: bromanc@
archmil.org 

Bequests and planned gifts help us build a foundation at Warhawk 
Catholic for future generations. If you have already included us in 
your estate plans, please let us know – we’d like to personally thank 
you. If you would like more information about will and bequest 
options, please contact Claudia Broman at (262) 473-5555 or (608) 
247-2481.

JOIN US!

LEAVE A LEGACY


