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Praised be Jesus Christ! 
When reflecting on our 
mission as the Church, I 
recall the Lord’s instruction 
to his disciples when they 
were fishing to “cast out into 

the deep.” (Luke 5:4) Jesus reminds us that 
the call to share the Gospel extends beyond 
our comfort zone and known boundaries 
and out into places that may seem less 
familiar and receptive. We often refer to 
such areas as “mission territory,” or places 
where we need to be as evangelizers and 
witnesses to Christ’s love. College campuses 
are certainly such places. It takes Gospel 
vision to see Jesus’s love for our campus and 
trust that the sharing of His message will 
be effective. This reality is at the heart of 
Warhawk Catholic’s outreach to the UW-
Whitewater campus, and we have seen the 

fruit of these efforts! Everyday, our staff 
and missionaries are meeting people on 
campus who may be hearing of God’s love 
for the first time, or perhaps in a new way 
during the college years, that speaks to the 
desires of hearts as young adults. Our staff 
and missionaries are meeting students as 
they display in the student union, at socials 
and in recreational sports, in small group 
Bible studies, large group presentations, 
and community service. Such efforts result 
in encounters with young people seeking 
answers in their lives and relationships that 
matter. Please pray for our efforts to connect 
with all on the campus as we share the Lord’s 
invitation to a deeper relationship with Him 
and connection to His Church!  

In Christ,
Brian Zanin

FROM THE DIRECTOR  

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I joined the Catholic Student Coalition (now Warhawk Catholic) as 
a transfer student during the second semester of my sophomore 
year, and I was inseparable from the place until my graduation. 
I volunteered to start a women’s Bible study group and led that 
for a semester or two until I became a team leader. I attended 
countless cookie bakes, rosaries, volunteer trips, and retreats to 
Holy Hill. 

While attending UW-Whitewater, I studied Economics. I loved the 
analytical side, as well as being able to examine the sociological factors 
that go into economics. I really enjoyed studying in the business school and 
developing friendships with other students, professors, and staff. I was also a presenting member and 
team captain of the fed challenge team (basically the Olympics for college econ nerds) which taught 
me many valuable lessons. 

Being Catholic was a big part of my identity as a student. I went to weekly Mass, confession monthly, 
and enjoyed saying the rosary with the CSC group. It 
provided an anchor and a sense of belonging during 
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From the moment 
I set foot on 

the UW-
Whitewater 
campus, I 
knew the 

Campus 
Ministry 

Center (CMC) is 
where I wanted to be and spend my 
time.  Having an older brother already 
on campus, I entered the door and I 
immediately had an instant group of 
friends who welcomed me as I was, 
because we all shared the same passion 
– love of Jesus Christ.  Somehow already 
knowing in my heart that my work 
would be for the Church someday, I lived 
and breathed campus ministry.  

I was a regular at all our spaghetti 
suppers and Wednesday night meetings.  
I helped out with probably every 
cookie bake (including the one in 
which my brother had to use the fire 
extinguisher to put the fire out in the 
oven!), participated in all our retreats 
[campus (just us), intercollegiate (schools 
within the archdiocese), and CS-COW 
(state-wide schools)].  I attended every 
National Catholic Student Coalition 

(NCSC) annual conference, and I 
eventually ended up on the leadership 
team for the Midwest, as well as the 
student leader of our local UWW 
Catholic Student Coalition (CSC, now 
Warhawk Catholic).  I also spent the rest 
of my free time with our local Campus 
Chapter of Habitat for Humanity, 
spending every Spring Break on those 
mission trips.

I studied Communications at UW-
Whitewater, specifically Public Relations.  
My minors included Spanish and 
Philosophy. The summer after my 
freshman year at UW-Whitewater I 
began to feel more strongly a call towards 
religious life.  Three and a half years after 
I graduated UW-Whitewater, I began my 
graduate studies in theology at Aquinas 
Institute of Theology in St. Louis, 
Missouri. I was happy that “I was finally 
doing what I really wanted to be doing.”  
The Dominican Brothers told me about 
my current community of Dominican 
Sisters - Immaculate Conception 
Province, based out of Justice, Illinois 
(southwest side of Chicago). I attended 
a retreat and made several more visits 
that greatly influenced my discernment.  
I am currently assigned as the Promoter 

of Vocations for our Province. I am also 
assigned as an administrative assistant to 
our Nursing Home Administrator in our 
house in Milwaukee.  

I want to encourage young Catholics 
to BE BRAVE!  I heard it in a talk at a 
Catholic women’s conference recently 
that young people so often say, “I want 
to be different!”  They want to be unique, 
individual (...and yet they still tend to 
follow fads and trends, becoming just 
like everyone else...).  Well, if you truly 
want to be unique and stand out, be a 
Catholic!  And know your Faith!  Be 
ready to stand up for it!  Be ready to 
know what we believe as Catholics and 
WHY we believe it!  

My time in Catholic campus ministry 
was time well spent.  I enjoyed my 
studies, but Campus Ministry gave me an 
outlet to put into practice what I believe, 
opportunities for developing leadership 
and other necessary skills for life and a 
place to share my gifts and talents, both 
natural and developed.  And it gave me 
opportunities for relationship – first with 
Jesus, and then through the friends I 
gained, some who will be friends for life.
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Would you like to go to Italy with Warhawk 
Catholic? We are making plans for a May 
2021 week-long journey to Rome and Assisi, 
after UW-Whitewater’s graduation and 
returning by June 1. 

If you’d like more information as we settle 
on dates and prices, please let us know. We’d 
love to have you come along! Send an email 
to: csc@uww.edu and we will stay in touch as 
plans take shape.

WANT TO GO TO ROME & ASSISI?  



This first year at Whitewater is eventful and busy! Everyday, 
Sarah, John, and I attend Mass and pray a holy hour. To walk 
with students on their faith journey, we must encounter God 
intentionally every day. Then, our time is focused toward 
building relationships with students. We are at the Campus 
Ministry Center welcoming students, spending time with 
them, meeting with them one-on-one to challenge them in 
their relationship with God. We lead Bible studies, attend 
the large group meeting on Wednesdays, and help prepare 
student dinner and adoration on Thursdays. We lead student 
formation on Fridays, teaching leaders about the faith and 
challenging them to live out their own missionary call. 

This mission is hard, but also amazing. To me, this year means 
imitating Christ more deeply than before. It means taking 
to heart the Gospel passage, Luke 15:4-7. Jesus challenges a 
crowd asking them if they lost a sheep, would they not leave 
the herd to save the one? And when that sheep is found, he 
says, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was 
lost.” This mission isn’t mine. It’s the Lord’s, and by grace, He 
has invited me into that mission to search for sheep that need 
to be brought home. And how we rejoice when Jesus brings 
them home, when we meet with a student and the Holy Spirit 
has pushed them, when it finally clicks that they need God! 

And, this year I’ve realized that I’m also that lost sheep, that 
I always need to run home to Him, that I’m also part of the 
Lord’s mission field as well. That’s what this mission year is: 
He’s showed me the way home, and I long to accompany 
students when they find their way home as well.  
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Greetings! 
I’m Michael Strandt 
from New Berlin, 
Wis. At the moment, 
I’m a finance major 
finishing up my  
last semester  
at Whitewater. 

During high school, I never cared 
much about living my faith; it was just 
something you did on Sunday. That 
all changed the summer before my 
freshman year of college when I had 
a deep moment in prayer before the 
Blessed Mother. It was this experience 
that made me seek out in college what 
it means to live the faith daily, and to 
find a community that would both 
challenge and support you along the 
way.  

Warhawk Catholic has been that 
community for me. The daily 
interactions and friendships with 
other students striving to live out their 
faith on a college campus, the Brew 
City Catholic Missionaries on campus 
and the staff at the Campus Ministry 
Center (CMC) have deeply impacted 
my faith life for the better, showing 
me that faith has both a personal and 
communal aspect to it.  I have served 
in many roles during my time with 
Warhawk Catholic. Currently, I am 
one of the three social and service 
coordinators. We plan fun outings for 
students to gather together and build 
community. In the past, I have also 
led small-group Gospel studies for 
multiple semesters and even served as 
a large group leader for all the students 
in the ministry.  

  As a senior, I look forward to seeing 
what each new student will bring to 
campus ministry. We have new students 
joining our community every semester, 
discovering who they are as persons. 
Their friendship, and their love for 
God, is what keeps this community 
alive semester after semester. 

I would love each of our financial 
supporters to know that every student 
appreciates your gift to the ministry. 
Without this support, the ministry 
would not be where it is today. The free 
student dinner every Thursday, retreats, 
and fun activities that help the students 
build a community and growth in their 
faith would not be possible without 
your help.  

STUDENT PROFILE:  MICHAEL STRANDT ’20  

BREW CITY CATHOLIC UPDATE  
BY ANNA KOZLOWSKI  

Brew City Catholic Missionaries at UW-Whitewater include, from left, Sarah 
Wenk, John Lesniewski, and Anna Kozlowski
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a time when everything can feel so overwhelming. After 
graduation, I continued attending Mass and I sought out a 
women’s Bible study group when I moved to Kansas City, 
which was a great opportunity to meet new people and make 
some great friends. Currently, I live in Kansas City and work 
downtown for a construction company. 

If there were anything I would encourage young Catholics to 
do while still students, it would be to take advantage of the 

Come celebrate with us at our 50th Anniversary Dinner for the 
Warhawk Catholic student association! It will be on Sat., Oct. 24 at 
6:30 p.m. Tickets will be for sale online later this year. Check out 
warhawkcatholic.org for more info and updates.

Let us know about your life away from UW-Whitewater and Warhawk 
Catholic! Send a note with your name and contact information to 
bromanc@archmil.org. We love hearing from alumni!

Bequests and planned gifts help us build a foundation at Warhawk 
Catholic for future generations. If you have already included 
Warhawk Catholic in your estate plans, please let us know – we’d 
like to personally thank you. If you would like more information 
about will and bequest options, please contact Claudia Broman  
at (608) 247-2481. 

JOIN US!

ALUMNI NEWS

LEAVE A LEGACY

LENT BEGINS – UW-Whitewater students, faculty, and 
staff members this year attended a Ash Wednesday 
service held on campus by Warhawk Catholic. 

u ALUMNI PROFILE  (Continued from page 1) community around you! I am so grateful for all the people who went out 
of their way to help me during my college years – whether it was with 
school, a ride to get groceries, or an extra quarter for laundry. College, 
and a group like CSC, comes with a built-in community, and the benefits 
of that are immeasurable. After college, it takes hard work and years of 
time to build a community like that. I look back with a lot of gratitude for 
the people who were with me during those years. And, I’ve appreciated 
Brian Zanin. He is a treasure and such an integral part of CSC. Whether 
during college or after, Brian has always been there for me when I needed 
him and I am so grateful for his guidance and friendship. 

Others helped at and attended Mass at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Whitewater.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Six UW-Whitewater students are attending RCIA classes at St. Patrick’s 
in Whitewater, and another is also preparing for confirmation 
through Warhawk Catholic. Please pray for Elizabeth, Jonathan, 
Luke, Paige, and Daniela as they become full members of the 
Catholic Church at the 2020 Easter Vigil! ** We have formed the 
first Donor Advisory Council for Warhawk Catholic. Please pray for 
these dedicated individuals who provide guidance and ideas to our 
ministry! ** Please also pray for Deacon Jeff Roedel, currently at St. 
Patrick’s in Whitewater, who will be ordained in June in New Berlin.

SERVICE –Warhawk 
Catholic students 
recently volunteered 
to visit residents 
at the Mulberry 
Glen Senior Living 
Community in 
Whitewater.
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WARM SMILES –  Between 20 and 30 alumni, 
students, friends, and parents stopped by 
our tailgate at the very chilly and windy 2019 
Warhawk Catholic Homecoming Tailgate 
outside Perkins Stadium, including recent 
grads (from left) Mark Poshepny ‘14; Eric 
Schiesser ‘18; Jaclyn Mirski ‘18; Anna Leitzke 
‘18; Brian Zanin, our campus minister; and 
Amber Stangler ‘17.

CHANCELLOR VISIT –  Dr. Dwight Watson, the new chancellor for 
UW-Whitewater, (center) came to Warhawk Catholic in January 
for a tour of the ministry center and a discussion with Brian 
Zanin, campus minister, and Claudia Broman, our development 
director.

COOKIE BAKES –  Warhawk 
Catholic students carry 
on the tradition of baking 
cookies on the first Friday of 
each month at St. Patrick’s in 
Whitewater, when university 
classes are in session. 
Students also shop for 
ingredients before the bake 
to make sure all the supplies 
are on hand.

ALUMNI VISIT – UW-Whitewater and Warhawk 
Catholic alumni (from left) Cindy Maigatter 
’03, Jennifer Shotola ’02, and Jill Klawitter ’01 
stopped by the ministry center for a tour this 
fall. It was great to see them!

Goings On  



Catholic Campus Ministry at UW-Whitewater
336 N. Prairie Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

FIND US ONLINE
 @WarhawkCatholicFriends

I @WarhawkCatholic

 @WarhawkCatholic

 linkedin.com/company/warhawkcatholic

SAVE THE DATE!  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

The 50th Anniversary Celebration  
of Warhawk Catholic’s Student Organization  

is on Sat., October 24, at 6:30 p.m.  
Dinner will be in Whitewater.

Tickets are $25 and first-come, first-serve. We will be sending 
invitations with ticket information later this year.  

We hope you will join us!


